
Steve Hall speaks to local Buckeye faithful – 11/13/2008 
Although the loss to Illinois has seriously dampened Ohio State fans’ hopes for a second national title in six years, you 
couldn’t tell from the nearly 200 Buckeye faithful who turned out dressed in their finest scarlet and gray gear for the OSU 
Alumni Club of Paulding and Van Wert Counties’ annual fall Buckeye Bash. 
 
With the Buckeyes’ annual clash with “That School Up North” this Saturday, OSU fans didn’t need talk of a national title to 
get fired up. Buckeye alums also didn’t need an excuse to have some fun and, in the process, raise scholarship money for 
local students. Those who attended the “Bash” played Buckeye Bingo, held a 50/50 drawing and auctioned off lots of 
Buckeye memorabilia and OSU-themed items to raise scholarship money for area students wanting to attend Ohio State. 
 
They also had a chance to hear from former Wayne Trace – and Ohio State – basketball standout Steve Hall. Hall, a 
native of Payne, thanked his parents – who also attended the Bash – for their support over the years, while also providing 
stories from his days as a member of the Buckeyes’ men’s basketball team from 1990-1993, as well as his assessment of 
current basketball coach Thad Matta. 
 
Hall, who graduated from OSU with a degree in mechanical engineering, followed that career for four years before 
deciding he’d rather teach. He’s now a teacher of advanced math at Grandview Heights High School in and also lives in 
that Columbus suburb with his wife, Kellie, and two children, Eli, 8, and Emma, 5. Hall spoke mostly about his career as a 
Buckeye under Gary Williams and later Randy Ayers. Hall called Williams “one of the most intense people I’ve ever 
known,” and joked that the first time he went into Coach Williams’ office, the coach’s neck veins were bulging. “And he 
was just sitting there,” Hall said. The former two-time All-Ohio basketball player said he preferred playing under Ayers, 
who he called “a players’ coach,” although he noted that was also led to Ayers’ problems at Ohio State. Hall mostly talked 
about how special it was for a young athlete from a small country school to play for Ohio State, with its athletic tradition. “I 
have been very lucky,” Hall told those who attended Tuesday’s Buckeye Bash, noting he had eaten dinner at the 
California home of former Buckeye quarterback Rex Kern, as well as the Florida residence of the Golden Bear himself, 
golfing legend Jack Nicklaus. It’s that sense of community among Ohio State athletes, grads and fans that Hall said was 
so special. 
 
He also had high marks for current Buckeye men’s basketball coach Matta, who, like football coach Jim Tressel, has 
instituted a family culture among his players. For Hall, who said he has so much to be thankful for, possibly the only real 
disappointment was his team’s defeat by the Wolverines that kept OSU out of the NCAA tournament’s Final Four. Hall’s 
Buckeye teams played in three NCAA tournaments and one NIT tourney during his playing years. Hall got a major laugh 
when he pulled out his old Buckeye uniform trunks – which are much shorter and narrower than today’s long, baggy 
uniforms. 
 
He also got chuckles when he asked for suggestions from the audience on what to do about his “out of control” son, Eli. 
Hall smiled as he related how he has taken the 8-year-old boy to a number of Buckeye games over the years, but noted 
the last time out his son cheered for Michigan. Hall earned some laughs, when he theorized that the reason was because 
the boy’s favorite color is blue. After his talk, Hall also answered questions from the audience and helped out with the 
fundraising auction held later. 
Photo captions: 1) These women seem impressed with the workmanship of an Ohio State University-themed quilt made by 
local resident Roy Souders' brother, Richard. 2) Fo rmer Wayne Trace and Ohio State basketball player S teve Hall gets a laugh 
as he holds up his old uniform trunks from his days  as a Buckeye in the early 1990s. Dave Mosier/Van Wert independent 

  
 


